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Barry Hensel, Editor
HELLO!! I hope you had a good holiday season and a happy new year
a month ago. We’re into 2018 already and things seem to be going well
(as I write this). With this March issue, I have officially been retired for
one full year. It’s been great!! I am doing so much model railroading...
wow! Of course, I’m still very busy with Camaro club stuff (the other
hobby), newsletters and this HotBox! My advice for anyone that is retired
or just getting into it... get a great hobby like model railroading! You must
stay busy and this hobby will do that for you!
The 2018 NCR convention – LANSING LASH-UP is underway, as
registration is open! Check out the info and updates in this HotBox.
I hope you are enjoying your expanded HotBox... those 4 extra pages
really add to this publication I believe. I have received a few new article
submissions – thanks!! I can always use more. Please consider
documenting your next project and make it into an article for the HotBox!
Hobby shops are dead? I don’t think so.... check out our revised Hobby
Shop page and the announcement there! Please support your local
hobby shops as often as you can!!
Well, time to do some model railroading…
Thanks for reading… Barry

MODEL
RAILROADING IS FUN!

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS

NCR "OOPS"….

Always striving to be correct is something we will do with the HotBox.
But, we are human and mistakes can/will happen. Please forgive us,
these are NOT intentional! The corrections for the Sept. 2017 edition of
the HotBox are - minor grammar and spelling!

FRONT COVER PICTURES- Lansing Lash-Up 2017 logo; Pair of GTW
F3A’s lead an eastbound Durand-Detroit manifest past Pere Marquette’s
Holly Turn at the interlocking in Holly, MI on Jay & Brook Qualman’s
Michigan Lines Railroad
REAR COVER PICTURES- Lansing 2018
logo; DTRR logo; Photo, by Karl Scribner - John Bussard's HO Santa Fe Railroad
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RAILROADING "WHAT THE ???"

NCR HUMOR

On the left, a different type of turnout... a “swing” or “piviot” style?? Guessing it piviots in the middle to change
track directions.... this was on Big Thunder Mountain Railroad ride in the Magic Kingdom at WDW.
The right picture is a monorail turnout, also at WDW. Concrete beam “track” with motors on both sides to move
it into position. Now that’s heavy duty!!
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION___
I love old sayings. They are often funny but more
importantly they can teach you something. After all,
they wouldn’t be around if they didn’t do at least
one of those two things. There is a definition that
falls into that category. It defines insanity as doing
the same thing over and over and expecting
different results. Sometimes I feel that says a lot
about the NMRA, including our region. Let’s take a
look at history for a moment. Is it hard to believe
that some time ago we had two conventions a year
and the attendance at each could be 200 or more?
Can you remember when a contest room was filled
with models and they were entered by a lot of
modelers? Can you remember when a layout open
for a tour would receive over 200 visitors? Well, all
of those were true and today, none of them are.
So the first question becomes what changed? Well
probably age, repetitive things, money, availability
of time, interest. We generally run between 850 and
900 members in our region. One would think that
would give us a good chance to have significant
participation at our events and in our programs.
That includes regional conventions, division meets
and even participation in the achievement program.
But that is no longer the case. I don’t have specific
figures but it seems there about an average of 150
members who attend division meetings throughout
the region each month. We get between 105 and
175 at our annual convention depending on
location. We award a little less than the per
member number of achievement certificates
compared to other regions. So, again the question
is why not more. Honestly I do not know. I do know
that as a group we are aging. That definitely has an
effect on every one of the things I listed earlier. It is
also evident that we have not attracted enough
new, and I will say it, younger members. But what
is also true is that a lot of people go to lot of effort
to try to provide a reason to participate and we
have worked hard to make it better.
Think about the things that we have done over the
last several years. We have active divisions for all
but a very few people who live in distant locations.
We have a NMRA unique Division Of Choice
program that provides all of the flexibility you need
on which is your official division. We have reset the
achievement program to provide you more
guidance and encouragement as well as a more
readily available source for all of the aspects of the
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_ Scott Kremer

program. We have had a
string of excellent
conventions with state of
the art clinics and all of the
usual in terms of tours and
activities. Just look at the
plans included in this issue
for the Lansing
Convention. There will be
an amazing number of
opportunities for
attendees. We eliminated the model contest to
encourage more people to share their work as that
seems to be the current trend, and it has worked.
At the same time we preserved the opportunity to
have your models judged to help you with the
achievement program or your own satisfaction.
All the above is great but it is not enough. Many are
aware, but not everyone, that the region has started
the process to, bid on the 2023 NMRA National
Convention. A small group has met and discussed
the matter with the National and you will see and
hear more about this shortly. This small group was
made up of members from Toledo, Lansing, Grand
Rapids, Traverse City and the Detroit area. It will
take all of us to make this happen. We are also in
the process of considering a joint regional
convention for 2022 with one or two other regions.
The National Convention will be in England that
year and a joint regional convention might be very
popular. Finally, in addition to our yearly convention
we want to add a one-day meeting in the spring. All
of these things are being actively worked on.
Which brings me to the real reason for this writing. I
have tried to lay out what we have done and what
we have planned for the future. But I need
feedback. The spring Board of Directors meeting
will be held in late April. I want to know what works
for you and what does not. I want to know why you
will not come to a division meeting or a regional
convention. I want to know why you will not
participate in the achievement program or bring
models to share at our conventions. I want to know
what we would have to change or create in order to
get you to do these things. I want to know what
excites you and what holds no interest for you. So
my email is skremer@wideopenwest.com, my
phone number is 734-420-2314. (see next page->)

Please contact me and help us find a way to make
this region better for all of us. I promise that your
ideas will be discussed at the board meeting and
given every consideration. The board and the
division officers cannot do this alone. If we want to

NCR TREASURER’S REPORT

have more participation and activity it will take all of
us. I think that is a lot for now. Have a great few
months, build some models and run those trains.
Scott Kremer, President, NCR

By: Robert L. Baird

NCR INFO

TREASURER’S REPORT (and Hackers Beware)
As an introduction, I was elected to be the treasurer of the North Central Region beginning January1, 2017. I
am a graduate accountant from Eastern Michigan University, with a BBA in Accounting and an MBA in
Finance. Born in Oberlin, Ohio, my family moved to California after WWII, and then to Ann Arbor in 1953. After
high school, I joined the US Navy, where my tour of duty included 2-½ years in Japan.
My working career was primarily with Detroit Edison (where I met Scott Kremer). There were many
assignments with Edison, which included designing the Nuclear Fuel Accounting System and setting up many
subsidiary companies. in 1996, after 32 years with DTE, I took an "early retirement" for 2 days - Saturday and
Sunday. On Monday, I went back to work for 9 more years as a contractor to DTE (that adds up to 41 years).
As mentioned above, the Treasurer’s assignment was January 1st, but it actually began earlier in 2016, due
to some Hacking Issues. That’s right, Hacking Issues. What was happening, a hacker would send an email to
the Treasurer, as if it had come from Dave McMullian, the President at that time. It would look very official.
Dave “the hacker” would then request the treasurer to make a payment to a vendor. As a caution to all of you,
please be aware of this issue. Scott Kremer has reported this to the national NMRA organization. Other NMRA
organizations have also been hacked and some have paid out money. We are still continuing to get similar
hacker requests from our new President, Scott Kremer. We are not unique. In the October 12th issue of the
Ann Arbor News, similar to us, Hackers used local police officers names in extortion attempts concerning
under-age girls. Wow! Compared to what we had to deal with, the AAPD situation is a bit scary.

NMRA-NCR ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NCR AWARDS

Members of the NCR have been busy over the last few months pursuing a variety of
certificates in the Achievement Program.... let’s go modelers!!!
GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD - James Marquardt, Div. 3 and C. Paul Young, Div. 8
Both submitted excellent examples of the award requirements and are very worthy of
the award.
CHIEF DISPATCHER - Scott Pandorf after many hours of directing traffic on many railroads and completing
the necessary paperwork has achieved this award. Congratulations Scott.
MODEL RAILROAD AUTHOR - Bruce Van Huis and Scott Kremer through their desire to keep the rest of us
informed by writing articles and/or editing newsletters have achieved this certificate. Congratulations to both.
I want to thank you all very much for your
participation in the AP program.
Regards, Skip Luyk, MMR
left- Scott Kremer & Scott Pandorf
right- Bruce Van Huis
AP QUESTIONS: If you have questions about the AP program or requirements,
start with your Regional AP manager, Skip Luyk, MMR. If you still have questions, contact Frank Koch at
fjkoch@hotmail.com or write Frank at 4769 Silverwood Drive, Batavia, OH 45103.
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RAILFANNING the MICHIGAN LINES

NCR TRACKSIDE

The Michigan Lines of Jay and Brook Qualman is an HO scale history lesson
of SE Michigan. Enjoy these views... top-bottom, left-right.... Pere Marquette
manifest passes today’s Qualman home in Milford, backdated to 1950;
Twilight is waning as PM train #107, the Valley Queen, glides past; Pere
Marquette mid-afternoon train arriving in Clyde; USRA MK-1 Mikado leads a
PM Detroit-Saginaw freight past the Ford Plant in Milford; PM’s Saginaw-based
Holly Turn pulls a scrap metal load from National Steel Products; Pere Marquette #1025, sets out a pickle
at car Domestic Pickle Works; Pere Marquette E7A
#95 in Milford with train #106, the Valley Queen
photos by Jay & Brook Qualman
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RAILFANNING the MICHIGAN LINES

NCR TRACKSIDE

More from the Michigan Lines... top-bottom, left to
right... In Holly, Pere Marquette and GTW share the
depot; Pere Marquette Train #106, Valley Queen, is
completing its stop at Potter St Station in Saginaw; sun
sets on the Saginaw Paving Brick Co and the onsite
Plymouth diesel shuttles brick loads; A Pere Marquette
0-8-0 exchanges coal hoppers at the railroad’s
powerhouse; Pere Marquette’s Valley Queen passes
through bound for Saginaw; As PM 0-8-0 #1410 switches, Greyhound’s coach from Chicago turns into
Saginaw’s log-style bus station; Pere Marquette Railroad Car Repair Building in Saginaw in the fall of 1950
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HotBox NEWS "BETWEEN THE RAILS"

NCR INFORMATION

Here is where your news items, rumors, and gossip of just about anything in the Model Railroading hobby can
be reported. Whatever it is, send it to us and we'll let everyone else know!
BTR #1- the emails have been plentiful these past few months, giving us several great video links such asRail News: Amtrak - Amtrak's Michigan trains travel faster after rail upgrades
http://www.progressive
railroading.com/amtrak/news/Amtraks-Michigan-trains-travel-faster-after-rail-upgrades53752?email=sandpatch1@hotmail.com&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaig
n=prdailynews1/23/2018
From Russ at Nankin Hobby.... If you are interested, here is a weekly wire link that shows what new items are
available from Walthers. It’s an 8 page listing of STUFF! http://www.walthers.com/page/Weekly_Wire.pdf
I ran a GoPro camera around the Stoney Creek Model Railroad Club modular layout at the Rochester Hills
(MI) Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. Here is a clip: https://youtu.be/vK4GHfzQqwo
Enjoy. Phil Doolittle
THANKS to all our friends that sent these along...
BTR #2- MICHIGAN RAILROAD CLUB PROGRAM
March 07, 2018- Slide program, "Southern Ontario in Four Seasons" by Div. 6 member Dave Jakubiec.
April 04, 2018- Program by Gerald Grossman on the Ann Arbor Railroad.
May 02, 2018- "Bridges on the Rouge, Pt. 1" by Nathan Holth Real good for modelers.
Mr. Holith runs the web site historic bridges. Lots of good information.
June 06, 2018- Program by Jim Bradford.
Meetings are held at the Henry Ford Centennial Library, 16301 Michigan Ave, Dearborn, Mich. Meeting starts
at 7 pm with program starting around 7:30 pm. We must be out of the library by 9 pm. I like to have a
“Newsreel” before the main program so if YOU have slides, video, digital of a current event (from a month or
two ago) why not share it with other members. Contact: Kenneth Borg 3512 Merrick, Dearborn, MI 48124
BTR #3- NCR 3 Rivers Division participated in the Fort Wayne Great Train
Show during December 2017. A local pastor, who produces a YouTube series
titled MANLY MOMENTS, inquired about using a local model railroad as a
setting for a ‘Model Trains’ episode. The two results are at these links....
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJLvGPFOBOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kZAHHIDuyI.
Disclaimer: NoWhere Line management is not responsible for the video effects and antics of the producer.
However, the recording session was fun and the railroad did run as it should.
DISCLAIMER!!- While we will try to verify most stories, the HotBox, HotBox Editor, NCR Board of Directors, its
agents and representatives will not/cannot be held responsible for mis-information presented in this column.

DIVISION LOGOS & BACKGROUNDS

NCR INFO

With each Division of the NCR, creating a nick-name and revising their logos,
we thought it might be interesting to know how these logos came about and the
story behind them. We’ll go in order, Division Five is next....
CAPITAL DIVISION – DIVISION FIVE LOGO
Since the reconstitution of
Division 5 around 1990, we had used a previous logo, based on the old NMRA
wheel and coupler design. It was rather busy, difficult to reduce in size and
maintain clarity and generally, out of date. While planning for the NCR 2018
Convention, one decision that needed to be made was a name and a logo.
After testing a number of names, Lansing Lashup was decided on. Then a number of logos were doodled up
and played around with, sort of like designing a layout. The committee enthusiastically chose a design
featuring Lansing's Capitol Dome and a lash-up of Alco FA style cab locomotives. As the logo was introduced
to the Division members, there was immediate talk of adopting it as the Division logo after the Convention.
That quickly evolved into adopting it right away for the Newsletter header and other Division activities.
SPRING 2018
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NCR DIVISION HAPPENINGS

DIVISION INFORMATION

Division One - Black Swamp Division (Toledo and Northwest Ohio area)
The Black Swamp Division continues to meet at Proclaim FM radio station in west Toledo. At our January
meeting, Rich Mahaney from Division 9 presented an excellent clinic on the handling and movement of
perishable products via rail. Rich also gave his “Caboose Challenge” to encourage members to build a scene
using a “re-purposed” caboose and his many slides provided lots of incentive and ideas. With 39 members in
attendance, we had more folks there than anyone can remember! We’ve got a full slate of upcoming activities
planned including a tree-making clinic presented by members, a clinic presented by Bill Neale from Division 6,
some modeling videos, and several other miniclinic topics. As this goes to press, we are still planning our
annual field outing for some time in early June. For more information on our meetings, activities, and location,
check out our website at http://www.divisiononencr.com. (submitted by- Dave McMullian, Superintendent)
Division Two (Manistee to Iosco counties, to the Tip Of The Mitten at the Mackinac Bridge)
Greetings from the north. Our snow is still here and the temperature still keeps us with our layouts. We have
gained three new NMRA members since the last newsletter. Our regular Yard meetings are getting increased
attendance so we are all pleased. Last weeks clinic was part 2 of a hands on decoder install. Several HO and
one N scale was completed including sound. Next month is an engine and car maintenance update so bring
yours up for a microscopic view of all that dust, dirt and fuzz in your engines, especially steam. After that we
will be repeating the airbrush ‘make and take’ in Petoskey. We have started a discussion on an ‘op till you
drop’ week-end at our layouts so stay tuned. Even though the Lansing Convention is nine months away we talk
about it at every meeting to encourage all to go. As always if you are in the area let us know for a layout tour or
two. (submitted by- David Capron, Superintendent)
Division Three - 3 Rivers Division (Fort Wayne, Indiana and western Ohio area)
The 3 Rivers Division is putting the finishing touches on our Spring InTraining Program aimed at getting New
Members and to promote the Model Railroading Hobby. We are also starting to plan for the 2021 NCR
Convention to be in Fort Wayne. We continue each month to have multiple OPS Sessions & Clinics helping our
members continue to improve their modeling skills.
(submitted by- Bob Jones, Superintendent)
Division Four – Grand Rails Division (Grand Rapids and west Michigan area)
Division 4 has nothing new to report.
(submitted by, Mark Baldwin, Superintendent)
Division Nine – Southwest Michigan Division (Branch, Calhoun, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and
VanBuren Counties)
With the cold Michigan winter upon us modeling seems to be a good choice. A warm and inviting time to
engage one efforts on our layouts running trains, doing those needed repairs, maybe constructing a building,
wiring, scenery and a host of other things that can be done to improve our model railroads. As a division we’ve
been busy with monthly activities. November saw as heading north to the Grand Rapids Model Railroad
Historical Society. Skip from the club walked us through the history behind the club, the layout history and an
overview of the layout. The layout certainly had many points of interest. December we traveled west to Bangor
MI. There we stopped at the Museum to view the complete collection of the Kalamazoo Toy Train Works Inc. A
time line of local history provided many photos and information on railroads in the vicinity. A very nice
collection. January found us back in Kalamazoo as Rich Mahaney presented “Intermodal 101”. His
presentation provided a good insight into intermodal rail traffic and the history behind it. Pointed out were the
different types of cars, labeling and types of loads. I walked away with a greater appreciation of Intermodal
Traffic. Thanks Rich. Looking forward to our February meeting David Duchamp will present Panel Pro by JMRI.
David has an excellent working knowledge of JMRI. (Submitted by Garry Johnson, Superintendent, Division 9)
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NCR DIVISION HAPPENINGS

DIVISION INFORMATION

Division Five – Capital Division (Lansing and mid-lower Michigan area)
After more than a quarter century, Division 5 has lost the use of its longtime home, the Lansing Public Library.
A new director has substantially changed the reservation policy, making it impossible to continue to use it. We
wouldn't know from month to month if it would be available, unlike the past where the room could be reserved
for the year. For the February and May events, we will gather at the Meridian Township Fire Station near the
Meridian Mall. The March gathering will be at Olivett College for our annual hands on clinic put on by Terry
Davis who helps us build something in wood. The April get together will be at Superintendent Andy Keeney's
HO scale Nashville Lines layout for a series of mini clinics. You can subscribe to the15-25 page monthly
Division 5 Newsletter. Send a request to the editor, Mark Cowles, at nkpcowles@yahoo.com . For more
information, please see the Division 5 website: div5.ncr-nmra.org (submitted by- Mark Cowles, Div. 5 Clerk)
Division Six – Motor City Division (Wayne & Washtenaw Counties)
At Division 6, the Motor City Division... we continue to meet monthly and have a blast! Doing what you ask?
Talking and teaching model railroading! We have done another meeting with our “roundtable discussions” with
four new moderators and new subjects. We also continue with regular clinics, having recent presentations from
Larry Wolohon MMR, Barry Hensel, Glenn Joppich and a video of popular steam locomotives. We also do a
show & tell and a quarterly modeling challenge. Recently, Rich Murphy won bragging rights for a small lineside
industry! Any model railroader in the SE Michigan area is welcome to join us! See the TIMETABLE page for
our meeting schedule. (submitted by Barry Hensel, Newsletter Editor)
Division Eight - Clinton River Division (Oakland, Macomb, St. Clair Counties)
The Clinton River Division had a couple of “movie nights” in the last quarter. After voting to select among
several DVD’s brought in by the members, we watched “New York Central – An Insider’s View”, brought in by
Tim Fisher. It gave a very good insight into what it was like to make a railroad operate in the 1940s and 50s,
i.e. before computers! Then a couple of months later, we watched a video about the Detroit & Mackinaw
railroad, replete with scenes of smoking Alco’s charging through snowy upper Michigan landscape. Fun! But
movies are not our normal fare. We also had some good clinics, one on truss bridges given by Richard Wahl
and one on railroad historical societies given by Larry Wolohon. CRD will be the host of the 2019 NCR
Convention (North Central Crossing 2019) and work is well underway to present a great convention. Most of
the staff is in place. The venue will be secured and announced shortly – as will the dates. We also understand
the several CRD members have their thinking caps on trying to decide how to rise to Rich Mahaney’s caboose
challenge. Stay tuned, or join us! For Meeting place, time, directions and other information, see page 27. You
can find out the upcoming Show & Tell theme and the presentation topic by visiting our web site,
http://div8.ncr- nmra.org/ Come join the fun. (Submitted by Phil Doolittle - Superintendent)
Division Ten – Ten Wheeler Division (Shiawassee, Genesee, Lapeer Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron Counties)
The 10 Wheelers are beginning 2018 with new officers at the throttle: Wayne Wilder - Superintendent, Dan
Mitchell - Trainmaster, Don Harbin - Chief Clerk, Alex Welch - Paymaster. We continue to meet on the second
Wednesday of the month at various members homes, until we secure a permanent meeting location. We have
a good time at out meetings sharing our latest models or projects, sharing ideas and the latest news, and if
time permits we view a video or clinic. Contact Wayne Wilder at bvpsrr@gmail.com or 989-823-3409 if you
would like to attend one of our meetings. (submitted by Wayne Wilder, Division Ten Superintendent)

DTRR NEW LAYOUT PLANS

By: Jack Watson

As with any project... delays and other activities
and duties can “derail” you. This has happened to
Jack and his next installment will be in the June
issue of the HotBox!! We hope you will forgive us
and Jack and return in June for the continued story
of the DTRR!

Jack Watson was NCR President from 2007 to
2012, NCR Director and was also Div 6
Superintendent and a member for many years
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PORK CHOPS AND SHOVELS
Pork Chops and Shovels - A Cab Conversation
After waiting for a gaggle of pre-teens to clear out,
we finally got a chance to go up the steps into the
cab of Allegheny 1601 in the Henry Ford Museum.
Last time I saw her, visitors could only look inside;
now one can actually go into the cab, sit in the
engineers seat to appreciate his view, and touch
the controls. What an experience it must have been
to sit there with a roaring fire in the boiler, knowing
that your physical interaction with these levers and
valves could make this 600 ton machine hurtle
down flimsy steel rails pulling a long string of cars
50 or 60 miles an hour!

My wife took the seat of honor, and after remarking
about the engineer’s poor view forward, noticed the
open roof vent. “Why did they have a hole in the
roof?” she asked. ”Remember, it could be 120o in
here,” I offered. “Not in the middle of winter. You
could freeze your butt off.” It came from the
fireman’s seat. We hadn’t even noticed there was
another couple in the expansive cab. There was
something about the elderly gentleman that
suggested perhaps he really knew what he was
talking about. “Were you an engineer?” I asked.
He proceeded to tell us that he had started as a
fireman on hand fired steam and then been
promoted to engineer. He mentioned at least three
railroads for which he had worked, the Pere
Marquette and Michigan Central and one I didn’t
catch. He proceeded to answer a few questions
about the controls and so on, showing my wife the
independent brake, the train brake, throttle,
reverser, bell and whistle. There was a transverse
rod giving the engineer control of something for
which the fireman seemed to have the primary
control. He had not actually driven an Allegheny,

By: Phil Doolittle

NCR STORY

and wasn’t sure what that one did, perhaps
something to do with the injectors.
We looked into the tender, where the stoker auger
was clearly visible at the bottom of the coal bin.
“Those things sure caused a lot of trouble!” he
observed. Turns out stones and other debris that
found its way into the tender would end up caught
in the stoker and starve the fire. I asked if he ever
experienced such a problem actually robbing the
engine of steam enough to strand it. That got him
talking about how engineers would treat firemen
they didn’t necessarily like. An engineer had control
of how efficiently the engine would use steam.
Keeping the reverser (Johnson Bar) near the end of
its stroke, instead of near the center, would admit
far more steam to the cylinders than was actually
needed, using up the steam rapidly, thus making
the fireman (especially on a hand-bomber) work
much harder to keep steam up. In a worst case, the
engineer could use steam so fast that the fireman
would get fired for “steam failure”.
Soon he was talking about the rhythm of shoveling
coal into the firebox. You had to get it just right,
rocking forward with the shovel and planting your
foot on the pedal that opened the butterfly doors
synchronized such that the doors would be fully
open as the shovel headed through. (I don’t think
he actually used the word “synchronized”, but that’s
the idea.)

“I once heard or read that the draft from the firebox
could suck the shovel right away from a careless
fireman,” I said. “Naw, that didn’t happen, but I lost
a lot of pork chop sandwiches.”
Continued on page 19.......
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The CAPITAL DIVISION (Div 5) will host

“LANSING LASHUP 2018”
2018 NMRA North Central Division Convention

OCTOBER 11 – 14, 2018
Ramada Lansing Hotel and Conference Center.
The convention theme is “Scenery” and will feature:
Excellent convention facilities
Over 30 clinics, many featuring scenery
Operating Sessions
Reduced rates for lodging at the Ramada Inn
(contact the Inn for details)
Saturday evening dinner with special guest speaker
Over 20 layouts to visit
Modular layouts on-site
Room for family members to relax or work on crafts
Prototype tours
Model Showcase display room
Evaluation of models on request
...and MUCH more…!
Mark your calendar and stay
tuned for more information as
the date approaches!
14
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LANSING LASHUP
CLINICS
Your bench work is up, the track is laid,
and all your power has decoders and sound.
What finishing touches are needed to
complete your layout? These Lansing Lashup
clinic offerings will help you add those finishing
touches to your layout:
• Greg Rich and Norm Logan will share with you each of their techniques for painting
the backdrop that will set off your foreground scenery.
• No foreground scenery? Join John Bussard for his all-day scenery clinic as he
takes you from land forms to the first layer of greenery to trees, bushes and all the
final touches. Only have time for one clinic? Catch Sam Swanson on scenery, or
Dave Wentworth on modeling water.
• Need help and ideas on structures? Dave Capron will show you how to tackle that
craftsman's kit you paid so much for but are afraid to start. Can't find a kit that
matches that prototype building you need? Let Brook Qualman share her scratch
building techniques with you.
• Too many GP7s with the same number? Fritz Milhaupt will guide you through redecaling your engines so each is a unique unit.
• Chris Thompson will present a hands-on clinic on how to weather your equipment
to make it look far more like the prototype.
• If you have always been curious about how a prototype interlocking plant works,
Alan Bell will be sharing his knowledge on the subject.
• Gaylord Gill will share with us how he superimposed a prototype operating scheme
on an already existing layout.
• John Young will show you how to understand, and ultimately compose a time table.
He will also offer a hands-on clinic on working with car cards and waybills.
• If you have an interest in the history of railroads in the Lansing area, plan to take in
Mark Cowles' pictorial of Lansing rail history.
These are just some of the 32 clinics we plan to present Friday afternoon through
Sunday morning at the Lansing Lashup 2018 convention!
SPRING 2018
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LANSING LASHUP
PROTOTYPE TOURS
Friday evening, The Huckleberry Railroad in
Flint has offered us an after-hours tour of the
back shop at the Flint grounds of the railroad.
Contact the convention by email to make
special arrangements if your arrival will
originate someplace other than the Lansing
Convention site.
Saturday morning, we will pay a visit to the Steam
Railroad Institute in Owosso. We will explore the
museum reception building of the Institute and then
examine the famous Pere Marquette 1225 steam
locomotive.
Sunday morning, the Adrian & Blissfield Railroad
has offered to give us a learning experience at their
Mason engine facility. They are going to make an
engine and freight car available and will demonstrate
for us how to string the air lines and do a pre-trip air
test of the train brakes. No access to the engine
house will be allowed. We will make this trip in groups of 20 so everyone
participating has a chance to witness the demonstration.
1. All of these tours require that our convention participants arrive at the location at the pre-arranged times,
and only visit the prearranged areas of the host’s facilities. We will be organizing car pools for the visits at
the Ramada Inn convention site on the appropriate days.
2. An extra fare activity fee of $10 applies to all there of these visits. All proceeds will be donated to those
organizations
3. You must register to participate in these events no later than Friday, October 5, 2018, one week before
the start of the Lansing Lashup 2018 Convention

16
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RAILROAD HISTORY
THE FIRST MILE-A-MINUTE RUN
In 1848 a new speed record was set by a railroad in
the United States. But that was 140 years ago.
Since none of us were around at the time of this
record setting, let me take a little time to try and get
you adjusted in thought, to the year 1848. There
certainly were no automobiles, planes or space
shuttles in existence and very few railroads. Only
5000 miles of track existed in the entire country.
The oldest railroad in the country was only 18 years
old at this time.

Although the first message had been sent by
telegraph in 1844 between Washington and
Baltimore, there still only a few cities that were
using the telegraph and no railroads used it. When
the average citizens thought of speed, it was in
terms of how fast he could cover a given distance
on his own horse.
At this point in time, there were few locomotives
that were capable of running 45 MPH and of the
few that were capable of attaining such a speed,
none would consider it for several reasons:
a) The track was not considered safe for such a
speed. Although the iron T rail had been developed
and was in use in England, its use had not yet
spread to the United States. The US railroads were
still using wood rails with a long flat iron strip spiked
to the top of the wood.
b) The link and pin coupler was the only coupler
available and there was so much slack available in
each coupler that starting and stopping a train was
a jolting experience!
c) Many trains then in use, only had brakes on the
locomotive and no brakes on the cars. Regardless

18
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By: Don Watson

NCR HISTORY

of what pieces of equipment had brakes, it had to
be applied manually.
Now that you are more familiar with the scene in
1848, I will continue with the story as it was written
up in the local papers at the time....
The First Mile-a-Minute Run
It was in 1848 and over the Boston & Maine's
western division that the first mile-a-minute run of
history was achieved. The road had become the
delighted possessor of a new locomotive built to its
order in England. It weighed ten tons, could
develop, with a good hardwood fire, power equal to
a team of thirty-five horses, and was called the
"Antelope." Charles Minot, General Superintendent
of the line, was an astute fellow, and even in the
days before high-pressure promotion and press
agents, was aware of the uses of publicity, and he
summoned to his office his veteran engine driver.

"Pemberton," he said. abruptly, "can you make the
Lawrence run in twenty-six minutes flat?"
"Twenty-six miles in twenty-six minutes? It's as
good as taking your life in your hands," was the
reply.
"You take it and I'll ride with you," said the General
Super, and the next day the most intrepid reporter
from each local paper showed up in Haymarket
Square, his will neatly filed with his editor and a
large bandanna handkerchief in his pocket with
which to secure his best hat to his head. All along
the line the switches had been spiked to prevent
spreading. Every crossing was guarded by railroad
men and local constables, and the populace were
out along the line to see what they might see.
Largely, it is reported, they were skeptical.
With a terrific amount of snorting and a shower of
sparks that sent neighboring shopkeepers
hastening to their roofs with wet mops, the
Antelope got under way.

RAILROAD HISTORY
There was no securing the cylinder cocks from the
engine cab in those days, and after the train had
run a few yards to gather momentum, the fireman
dropped off, ran ahead, closed them and leaped
aboard again as the drivers passed him.
The reporters held onto their seats and grew pale.
Somebody produced a flask of Old Tannery Dew,
and at Somerville crossing, Charlie Minot was
wheeling her at a breathless forty, and Pemberton
was aiding the fireman to toss dry pine into the
firebox.
At Malden the single coach was felt to be on the
rails only at infrequent intervals and the reporters
were lying on the floor, inquiring of one another and
of God why they had ever embarked on this
ultimate folly. At South Reading the Antelope came
into view on the Crystal Pond stretch in such a
blaze of brass, red paint and rolling wood smoke
that Cyrus Wakefield, the town's first citizen, was
observed jumping up and down in his congress
gaiters from sheer delighted excitement.
At Reading the village drunkard took one look at
the demon that streaked across his vision and was
strictly sober for a fortnight thereafter. At
Ballardvale, Minot leaned far out on the pounding
gangway and smelled hot metal. In the course of
which discovery he lost his hat, a new white beaver
that had been brought him from Locke in London by
Mr. Bartlee, the bookseller in Cornhill. The Dreyfus

PORK CHOPS AND SHOVELS
“Pork chop sandwiches?” “Yep. You stick that ol’
shovel under steam from the injector and it cleans
right up. Then put that cold pork chop on ‘er and
stick ‘er in the firebox. Pretty quick you’ve got a hot
pork chop to put on your bread, unless it got
sucked into the fire. Then you’re hungry the rest of
the shift.”
“That ol’ shovel had a lot of other uses, too. For
instance, if you had to answer natures’ call, you’d
do it in the shovel, then throw it in the fire. Gone
clean as a whistle.” “Yuck!” This from my wife.
“A little steam from the injector cleans ‘er right up!
Could also use it as a weapon. Scrappin’ on the

By: Don Watson

NCR HISTORY

self-feeding oil cups had yet to be invented, and
when the steam chest became overheated, the
fireman crawled out on the running board with an
oiler in his teeth and clung precariously to the cowcatcher while sousing the running parts with liquid
paraffin. As the Antelope sounded a piercing
scream on her whistle for North Andover crossing,
a loose stretch of track was encountered and the
strap-iron rails, torn from the ties by the speed of
the train, flew up behind in a shower of curling
snakeheads. It was, too, just twenty-six minutes to
Lawrence.
The reporters were in no shape to write their copy
until they had been treated at the nearest sample
room by the populace, and most of the gilt and red
lacquer was blistered off the Antelope. It was the
first time mankind had ever achieved a mile a
minute over a protracted run, and the passengers
said they never purposed to duplicate the
performance. It was plainly against the will of God.
From Boston and the Boston Legend, by Lucius
Beebe. pp. 133-135. Copyright, 1935. by D.
Appleton-Century Co. New York and London.
Don Watson 8-26-88
Division 6 member Don Watson, gave these lessons
nearly every month and they always entertained and
informed. After Don’s passing at the age of 90, his family
presented them to Div. 6 and the NCR.

By: Phil Doolittle

NCR STORY

coal deck all the time kept the edge sharp as a
knife. Some bum comes climbin’ up the ladder tryin’
to force his way onboard, you just aim that edge at
his neck and he gets other ideas real quick.”
With that, he decided he needed to get on his way.
As he made his way to the stairs, my wife asked
the woman with him how old he is. She said 93.
That means he could possibly have started firing
steam as early as 1937 or ’38! Never got his name,
but what a privilege and honor to sit in the cab of
the Allegheny and listen to his stories!
© 2013, E. Philip Doolittle
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FASCIA TOGGLE SWITCHES

By: Ron St.Laurent

NCR PROJECT

Several NCR Division 5 members are working on
Alan Godfrey's layout in Lansing, Michigan. Our
group has been meeting every Tuesday for the past
3 years and we are making significant progress. I
want to share with you an economical, effective and
good looking way to mount toggle switches on your
fascia. The white switch mounts you see in the
photos are actually the insides of 2 inch bottle caps.
I bought these in bulk through an on-line company.
The cost of the caps was under 20 cents apiece (in
a 100 piece bulk order). (photos by the author)

PREPARE THE CAPS
I drill out the caps to accept the switches using a ¼
inch drill bit. I clamp position holding blocks on the
drill bed to assure uniformity.
I use a 2 inch bit to bore the fascia. All fascias are
made from ¼ inch thick Masonite. Any areas that
require a severe bend are two thicknesses of 1/8
inch Masonite bonded together.

PREPARE AND DRILL THE FASCIA
I made a locating fixture from a scrap piece of
Masonite to easily and consistently pinpoint the
drilling location on the fascia. I clamp a scrap
backing board behind the Masonite to prevent
tearing the back of the Masonite while drilling.
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FASCIA TOGGLE SWITCHES
After drilling, I remove the backing board and sand
the surface of the fascia to smooth out any ridge
trace left by the drill. I paint the fascia a nice
charcoal grey.

By: Ron St.Laurent

NCR PROJECT

surface of the fascia. Once the glue set, I tried to
press the cap out of the fascia and it held tight.
Mount your toggle switch in the cap and you’re
good to go!

PROJECT COMPLETE!
The switches are inboard of the fascia, are easy to
find and look great. This method also protects the
switches from accidental brush ups by operators.
Tip: We always set the “normal” switch path to be
in the up position. One glance down the fascia and
you know you’re set for the main line.

MOUNT AND FINISH THE CAPS
Locktite GO2 Glue is applied to the periphery of the
hole. GO2 Glue is a relatively new product
formulated to adhere to a variety of surfaces. I use
my finger to spread the glue and reach the top of
the hole. The bottle cap is press fit into the hole.

The fit is very tight and requires a board to
completely press the cap in place. The board also
assures that the cap becomes flush with the front

Note: Read Ron’s article “Mount a switch motor
horizontally” in June 2017 Model Railroader. This
article is also a project from Alan Godfrey’s layout.
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PROTOTYPE PAGE

NCR PROTOTYPE

PROGRESS ON MA TOWER - LANSING MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
By Ron St.Laurent – Photos by various club members
The Lansing Model Railroad Club has a unique opportunety to preseve a great piece of railroad history! Here is
a photo spread of their progress last summer. They have made better progress from when these pictures were
taken! Congratulations to the club for this acquisition and restoration work!!

August 2016 - Cement work in preparation for receiving the tower was completed.
September 2016 - MA Tower was prepared for its move by removing and/or bolting loose items in the tower
then reinforcing the structure. It was moved from its location in Old Town (Lansing) to the LMRC site.
October 2016 - The tower was sporting a new roof. The tower was then wrapped in Tyvek for the winter.

April 2017 - New Andersen windows were ordered which replicated the look of the old windows. We decided
to replace the siding with new milled wood rather than piecemeal repair to the existing siding.
May 2017 - An old oak door, found at a second hand shop, was installed in the lower section. A club member
did a fine job of restoring and finishing the door and door jamb.
June 2017 - All the old siding was stripped off. We repaired rotted sections of wood.
July 2017 - All new windows were installed. These are “cottage” style windows with 1/3 of the glass in the
upper section and 2/3 of the glass in the lower section. This is all in keeping with the original look of the tower.
Beautiful fabricated stairs can be seen in the foreground.
Upcoming work - Our intent is to get all the siding and trim work done this summer to fully close in the tower
before winter. Interior work can be done during the winter. By club member vote we decided to paint MA
Tower in New York Central colors of mint green with dark green windows and trim. It is our hope to have the
tower complete for the 2018 NCR Convention LANSING LASHUP hosted by the Capital Division.
The picture on the very right is how the tower looks today. Nice work by all!!
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USING SURFACE MOUNT LED’S
LIGHTING SMALL STRUCTURES WITH
SURFACE MOUNT LEDS
Lighting small structures has always been
somewhat of a challenge, but with the availability of
the surface mount LEDs (SMLED) it has become
much easier. Well, except that, handling those tiny
fixtures can be a challenge all its own. The 0603
SMLED is something like 1.5mm x 2mm and can
be easy to lose and difficult to mount. They are
available in strips of individually packaged SMLEDs
and they are the lowest cost in this form, around
$6.00 for 100 SMLEDs or so. To use them one
must solder a wire (#36 magnet wire
recommended) on each side. This wire is enamel
coated, and the process of tinning the end will burn
off the enamel coating so it can be soldered to the
tinned terminals of the SMLED.

By: David J. Vinci

NCR PROJECT

Because the wires are insulated, you can twist
them together, and then pass them through a small
hole in a wall and hold it in place with a drop of
glue. The required resistor can then be soldered to
one lead inside the building, out of sight.
In the example at left you can see the exterior light.

You can also use them as headlights, marker lights,
ditch lights, etc. However, if you have been building
track-work that uses printed circuit board for ties,
you have a bunch of small pieces that you have
trimmed off. Here’s a use for them:
The SMLEDs are
also available with
2 wires already
soldered on for
considerably more:
$1.50 to $3.00 each
depending who you
buy them from. The
nice thing about
these SMLEDs is
that they generate
no heat and can be
placed in really tiny
places. One
application is to use
the plastic lamp shades made by Tichy and others
to make an exterior wall mounted lamp that is much
closer to scale than a grain-of-wheat or grain-of-rice
bulb. The illustration at right shows the basics.

Now you have an easy to handle light fixture you
can glue to the inside surface of any size structure,
small or large.
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USING SURFACE MOUNT LED’S
In the following example, I built a Diner and used
two of these fixtures glued to the ceiling to
illuminate the interior. As shown below:

You can string these together, to get as many lights
as you need, as long as the resistor values are the
same (ie: 2K Ohms) and they are wired in parallel
as shown:

This way the amount of light output from each
SMLED will be the same, and they will all light.

By: David J. Vinci

NCR PROJECT

You can use a similar technique to make a light bar
to place in a passenger car.

Surface mount resistors are also available so you
can put the resistor and the LED on one small
piece of pc board tie scrap.
Just one thing… to prevent frustration, and “doovers”, check each connection as you make it with
your volt/ohm meter. You really don’t want to find
out that one of your SMLEDs doesn’t work after you
glue it in place inside the car or structure.
Good luck with your project.
Article was originally published in the February
2016 issue of the NMRA NCR-Division 9
newsletter, The Yardmaster.

How about writing an article on your latest modeling project!
At the HotBox, WE NEED AND WANT YOUR ARTICLES!!

FASCIA SWITCHES – BONUS!!

By: Ron St.Laurent

BE CREATIVE Here is a BONUS idea using the same process
as the toggle switches!!
Another application for the fascia cap is a “layout on” indicator. All
DCC and DC circuits are on a single dedicated 20 Amp line. This
5mm LED is wired to the 12 Volt turnout bus. A 1K Ohm dropping
resistor is used to connect the common LED to the 12 Volt bus. A
quick look down the stairs and we can see if the layout was
properly powered down.
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NMRA ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NCR INFORMATION

Are you thinking of working toward your MMR? If not, why not? It’s fun and you’ll find it is a great assist to
your modeling abilities and your railroad. By the way, you don’t have to have a railroad to become an MMR.
What do you get out of it? You’ll find that you develop better modeling skills, probably get some additional
work done on your railroad, but more than anything else, you’ll get lots of satisfaction. Many are afraid of the
paperwork required. Don’t be. It is not that hard or complicated. Another common concern is the judging, but
that can be done at your home. You do not have to take your models to a contest. Want some help. Call us!
That’s our job as the Achievement Program Assistant.
Division One – Ron Gilbert
rarjgilbert@yahoo.com
419-474-1967
Division Two – Pete MaGoun, MMR
orion@chartermi.net
231-941-1669
Division Three – Jim Macino jim@icmgt.com
260-693-6102
Division Four, Five, Nine – Skip Luyk, MMR
ArcadiaLogger@gmail.com
616-363-3453
Division Six, Eight, Ten - Ken Chick, MMR
kdchick@wowway.com 734-420-0276, 734-417-6055 Cell
Division Nine - Dorman Wilson
N8YNW@charter.net
259-344-0971
NCR Director - Skip Luyk, MMR
ArcadiaLogger@gmail.com
616-363-3453

DIRECTOR AT LARGE REPORT

NCR INFORMATION

I continue on my mission and goals during my term of visiting
NCR Divisions meetings and presenting clinics and meeting with
NCR members and future members. In this quarter of 2018,
clinics have been presented for Divisions 1, 5 and 9. Other
Divisions are in discussions with me to present clinics, I
personally would again like to present clinics in 2018 in all NCR
Divisions. Please contact me if your Division needs a
presentation for a future meeting. Thanks!
The other project I am promoting which started last September is
the "Second Lives Of Caboose Modelling Challenge". It's a
simple, fun modelling challenge with no rules and only a few
guidelines. Model a caboose from your collection in a use of a
second life or use". It could be anything that you can come up
with as an idea. Photos to the right are a few examples. As I visit
Divisions, I have heard about different ideas that modellers have
come up with and the caboose projects they are working on. I
hope all Divisions will host a showing night at their meeting
before the October NCR Convention in Lansing. I would enjoy
seeing 50 or more "Second Lives of Cabooses" models on
display at the convention. Remember there is no judging and no
contest, just fun! Have fun and be creative!
Rich Mahaney

Photos by Rich Mahaney
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HOBBY SHOP & BUSINESS CORNER

OTHER HOBBY SHOPS in the NCR
Whistle Stop Hobbies & Crafts,
Decatur, IN
Phil's Hobby Shop, Fort Wayne, IN
The Gladieux Train Depot, Oregon, OH
Jackie’s Trains & Gifts, Erie, MI
Rider’s Hobby, Grand Rapids, MI

Editors Note – as you can see, we’ve re-arranged our Hobby Shop page, because we’ve added another shop
to the page and simply ran out of room! The HotBox welcomes WHISTLE STOP HOBBY & TOY to our page
as they go through a trial sales period! We’ll also try to use this extra space for other hobby shop related
news, keeping this page for only hobby shop related stories, news and announcements. THANK-YOU to our
hobby shops for your support by selling the HotBox in your stores!!

ANNOUNCING!!!....
Nankin Hobby is opening a 4th store!!
As you can see from the updated ad above, Nankin Hobby is
opening a new store in Southgate, in the downriver area. Many
posts on Facebook have shown the progress the store is taking as
it gets ready for it’s opening. Unfortunetely, we do not have a date
for the opening, just that Nankin Hobby Southgate is hoping to
open in March! Congratulations Nankin Hobby on keeping hobby
shops in our area!!
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NCR SCHEDULE

NCR DIVISION meetings

NCR INFORMATION

Division One Black Swamp Division (Toledo and Northwest Ohio area)
We meet at Proclaim FM radio station community center, 7112 Angola Rd., Holland, OH 43528, near the
Airport Highway exit from I-475/SR23 in west Toledo. Meetings are held on the 3rd or 4th Friday of each month
from September through May. The schedule is posted on our website at www.divisiononencr.com, where
you will also find lots of information about our activities, member layouts, and other interesting links.
Division Two Tip of the Mitt (Manistee to Iosco counties, to the tip of the mitten at the Mackinac Bridge)
Our two annual division meetings will rotate between the two locations. We are currently scheduling Yard
activities in both Traverse City and Petoskey. For more information, contact David Capron, Superintendent.
Division Three 3 Rivers Division (Fort Wayne, Indiana and western Ohio)
Our monthly meetings are at the Baker Street Station, the iconic/historic restored Pennsy Passenger Depot in
downtown Fort Wayne. The meetings are held on the Second Monday, from 7 PM to 9PM, in one of the board
rooms. Exceptions to this schedule will be March, June, July- no meeting, September, December. Any
updates/changes can be found on our website: http://div3.ncr-nmra.org
Division Four Grand Rails Division (Grand Rapids and western Michigan)
Meets quarterly with other special events thrown in. For additional information contact Mark Baldwin at
616-437-9851 or mbaldwin@taskadvisors.com
Division Five Capital Division (Lansing and mid-lower Michigan)
Meets at 1pm, on the SECOND Saturday of each month with the location changing every month, but in the
Lansing area. We meet September to May with additional activities added for the WINTER. Please check our
website or contact the Supervisor for meeting location. www.div5.ncr-nmra.org
Division Six Motor City Division (Wayne & Washtenaw Counties)
Meets at 7:30pm, on the THIRD Friday of each month at the Livonia Senior Center, 15218 Farmington Road,
one mile north of the I-96 Jefferies Freeway, Livonia. Division 6 meets year-round. www.div6-ncr-nmra.com
Division Eight Clinton River Division (Oakland, Macomb and St. Clair Counties)
Meets at 7:00pm, on the THIRD Thursday of each month at Troy Christian Chapel, 400 East Long Lake Road,
between Rochester and Livernois Roads, Troy. Division 8 meets year-round.
www.div8.ncr-nmra.org
Division Nine – SW Michigan Division (Branch, Calhoun, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, St.Joseph, VanBuren
Counties) Meets monthly except the months of July and August. Monthly activities begin with a meeting at
10AM at the Comstock Public Library, Comstock MI, followed by either a clinic or a planned layout tour usually
on the third Saturday of the month. An informal optional breakfast at 9 AM at a nearby restaurant is also a part
of our routine. Visitors are always welcome. For additional and up to date information contact Garry Johnson
269-365-6777 elecsprk@gmail.com www.div9ncr-nmra.org www.facebook.com/DIV9.NCR.NMRA
Division Ten Ten Wheelers Division (Shiawassee, Genesee, Lapeer Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron Counties)
Meets on the SECOND Wednesday of the month. At this time we are looking for a new meeting location so we
are moving around. Call Superintendent, Wayne Wilder at 989-823-3409 or email him at bvpsrr@gmail.com
to verify meeting time and location of meeting or directions to the meeting location. We hope you will join us
for a night of fun and information!
OTHER GROUPS meeting in the NCR AREA
There are MANY rail organizations in the NCR area. They can be found at www.michiganrailroads.com
www.ohiorailtourism.org
www.irtg.org

YOU should join and attend your local NMRA/NCR/Division meetings and
activities! Get the most out of your hobby – participate often!!
SPRING 2018
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NCR TIMETABLE EVENTS!

NCR AREA EVENTS

NOTE- Events listed have been compiled from listings on www.trains.com, website for Model Railroader
magazine. If you have an event you want listed, it’s FREE, but information must be submitted to the Editor at
least 45 days in advance of our publication dates!
Friday-Saturday, March 2-3, 2018 Holland Modular Railroad Club Benefit Train Show
Holland, MI - Overisel Reformed Church 4706 142nd Street, Holland, MI
Friday, March 2nd from 5 to 8 PM Saturday, March 3rd from 9 to 2 PM $4 Per Person
Contact Info: ourbug@chartermi.net Holland Modular RR Club 616-772-2681

$12 Per Family

Saturday, March 3, 2018 Maumee Valley Railroad Club Model Train Show & Swap
Coliseum Bingo 911 W. Washington Center Road Fort Wayne, IN 46825
9:00 am to 2:00 pm $5.00 Adults, $7.00 Families, age 12 and under free
Vendors, layout, on site concession stand, free parking, historical and other organizations represented
Contact Information: Richard Insley 260-482-2203
Website http://maumeevalleyrailroad.com
Sunday, March 11, 2018 Mid Michigan Train Show
Mount Pleasant, MI - Finch Field House CMU
Saginaw River Valley RR Club and DOG TAILS, inc.
10am till 3pm.
$ 5.00 for anyone over 13 years of age - 12 and under FREE
Contact Info: Terry Ewing 989-777-2046
Sunday, March 11, 2018 - Greater Toledo Train & Toy Show
Owens Community College/SHAC Bldg. 30335 Oregon Road Perrysburg, OH 43551
11am - 3pm/Early Birds 9am
$6.00 Early Birds: $10.00 Children 12 and under free with paid adult
operating exhibits, vendors of unique and collectible trains, toys and accessories representing all gauges and
manufactures from all over the country! Wheelchair Accessible Website- http://toymasters.org
Contact Information: Toledo Toymasters Randy Ramsey trainmasters@bex.net
Sunday, March 11 and April 8, 2018 Wolverine Train Club Show
United Food & Commercial Workers Hall 876 Horce Brown Drive Madison Heights, MI 48071
10 A.M.-3:30 P.M. $3.00 per person
Food service provided by The Madison Heights Lions Club
Contact Information- Bob Burgee 586-662-0225
Saturday, March 31, 2018 - Grand Rapids Model RR Historical Society Train Show/sale
The 4 Mile Showplace 1025 4 Mile Rd NW Grand Rapids, MI
10 am to 3 pm
Adults - $5 Kids under 12 free w/adult
Modular layouts, vendors, food.
Contact Information: Mark Baldwin 616-437-9851 mbaldwin@taskadvisors.com
Saturday, April 7, 2018 - Spring Swap Meet Kalamazoo Model RR Hist. Society
Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds EXPO SOUTH 2900 Lake St Kalamazoo, MI
10am – 3pm $3 admission, under 10 free with paid adult
FREE parking
Contact Information- 269-344-0906 kaltrainshow@kalnet.net
Saturday, April 14, 2018 - 32nd Train Show & Swap Meet Bucyrus Model Railroad Association
Bucyrus, OH - Crawford County Fairground Contact Information: David Moore 419-462-5035
Saturday, April 14, 2018 - Grand River Valley RR Club Train Show
grandrivervalleyrrc.org
Home School Building, 5625 Burlingame Ave, Wyoming, MI 49509
10 am to 3 pm Vendor set up 7am
Adults - $5 Kids under 12 free
* 175+ Vendor Tables * Food * Door Prizes * Free Parking * Drawing: “Thomas the Train” Train Set * Family
Fun for Children of All Ages Contact Information: Jeff Anderson - Club President 616-304-2875 Ken
Skopp - Show Coordinator H: 616-667-9680 C: 616-254-7305 kwskopp@gmail.com
Saturday-Sunday April 28-29, May 5-6, 12-13, 2018 Day Out with Thomas!!
Greenfield Village Dearborn, MI
Tickets on sale March 7th www.thehenryford.org/thomas
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Sunday, April 29, 2018 - Spring Model Train & Hobby Show Muskegon Railroad Historical Society
Muskegon, MI - On board LST 393 560 Mart St, Muskegon MI 49440.
10am to 3pm. Admission is $5.00, children under 5 are free! Tables for vendors are available.
Tour of the LST 393 is FREE! **Great Location**Free Parking**Onsite Concessions**
Contact Information - contact Mike Wood 231-670-0751 website- www.mrhs-online.org
Saturday, May 5, 2018 11th Annual National Train Day
Contact Information – Bill Gill, 419-241-9155 x134

Toledo, OH - Toledo Amtrak Station

Sunday, May 6, 2018 - Blue Water Area 2018 Railroad Show & Swap Shop
Blue Water Convention Center 500 Thomas Edison Pkwy Port Huron, MI
10am – 4pm $5 admission, kids 5 and under are free
Contact Information – 810-201-5513
www.bluewaterconventioncenter.com
Sunday, May 20, 2018 Durand Model Train Show
Contact Information – Tim Colton 810-845-4908

Durand, MI - Durand Middle School

Sunday, May 20, 2018 Montpelier Trackside Modelers RR Club Train Show /Swap
Holiday City Quality Inn Convention Center 13508 State Route 15 and Exit 13 Ohio Turnpike Montpelier, OH
10 AM to 3 PM. Admission is $5 ages 13 and older.
Free Parking, Layouts, Vendors, Door Prizes, Food and Drink, Handicap Accessible.
Contact Information – Jim McPike, 419-298-2441 jimcpike@gmail.com

HotBox PIKE ADS – RENEWAL TIME!

NCR INFORMATION

March 2018 is renewal time for most of your Pike Ads! The HotBox staff will be sending our notices, mostly via
email, to those that need to renew. Please watch your email (and check that spam folder please... just in case)
and respond quickly to keep your Pike Ad in the HotBox. We appreciate your support of the HotBox and the
NCR through the purchase of your Pike Ad. THANKS!!!
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NCR HotBox PIKE ADS

YOU too, can have a
Pike Ad for your
railroad or club!
Just email the
HotBox Staff for all
the details. We’ll
even help you
design your Pike
Ad. And best of all...
It’s cool!!
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MORE LAYOUT PHOTOS

.... stay tuned!
MORE 2018 Convention News!
RailFanning the Santa Fe Railroad
of John Bussard

